Agricultiiral  Missions  Foundation,  Inc. 

156  Fifth  Avenue,  Nev/  York,  New  York 
As  Mimeograph  Series  No.  44 

THE  RURAL  BILLION  AND  MISSIONS^ 

By  Thomas  Jesse  Jones 


You  have  probably  often  listened  to  some  lusty  baritone  singing: 

"On  the  road  to  Mandalay 
Vi/here  the  flying  fishes  play 
And  the  dawn  comes  up  like  thunder 
Out  of  China  * cross  the  Bay" 

On  that  very  road  you  may  today  see  the  unique  sight  of  an  American  missionary  with 
a  pig  under  one  arm  and  a  Plymouth  Rock  hen  under  the  other.  His  motto  is  "better 
business,  better  farming,  better  living."  His  name  is  Brayton  Case  and  he  has  dis¬ 
covered  the  profound  truth  that  soil  and  soul  are  inextricably  dependent  upon  one 
another. 


Little  wonder  is  it  that  recently  the  King-Emperor  of  Burma  granted  this 
Baptist  missionary  the  Kaisar-i-Hind  Medal  for  conspicuous  service  in  practical 
agriculture.  Thrilled  by  the  recognition  of  missionary  service.  Case  describes  the 
notable  occasion  at  ^andalay  in  the  following  words: 

"The  medal  was  presented  in  the  Eastern  Audience  Hall  of  the  Palace  of 
the  old  Brnmaese  kings.  As  I  came  before  the  throne  I  thought  of  how  old  Dr.  Roberts 
of  our  mission  had  crawled  on  his  hands  and  knees  up  to  that  same  throne  fifty  years 
before  to  get  permission  of  the  Burmese  king  to  start  mission  work  among  the  wild 
Kachins  in  the  north  of  Buima  at  Bhamo.  On  the  day  when  I  came  before  the  throne, 
a  batallion  of  that  same  Kachin  race  marched  to  the  palace  entrance  in  parade.  They 
are  noT/  the  most  trusted  soldiers  of  Burma  and  mission  work  has  changed  this  people 
from  bandits  and  robbers  into  the  protectors  of  the  peace." 

Then  with  dramatic  simplicity  Case  ends  his  remarkable  letter,  saying: 

"From  Mandalay  I  continued  my  tour  and  I  have  just  returned  from  a  thousand 
mile  motor  trip  into  the  Northern  Shan  states  and  borders  of  China,  where  I  got  orders 
for  an  additional  thousand  eggs  a  week  to  be  supplied  by  our  village  poultrymen." 

Last  year  an  American  statesman  about  to  join  the  directorate  of  the 
Billion  Dollar  Reconstruction  Finance  Corporation  announced  the  same  profound  gospel 
in  the  homely  terms: 


A  garden  and  a  cow 
A  smoke-house  and  a  sow 
Twenty- four  hens  and  a  rooster 
And  you  *11  have  more  than  you  iiseter. 

Tennyson  in  classic  verse  preached  the  same  simple  gospel  when  he  calls  us  to  under¬ 
stand  the  "flower  in  the  crannied  wall,  and  so  learn  the  secret  of  God  and  All." 

l&y  emphatic  purpose  in  this  brief  radio  talk  is  to  testify  with  all 
earnestness  that  the  missionary  of  today  is  increasingly  devoting  his  services  to  the 
basic  realities  of  individual,  community  and  spiritual  life.  I  speak  not  as  a  mission¬ 
ary  but  as  a  student  of  social,  educational  and  religious  service  in  America,  Africa 
anrf  Asia.  The  League  of  Nations,  the  World  Court,  International  Cooperation — all 
deserve  the  sincere  support  and  appreciation  of  those  who  yearn  for  world  peace,  for 
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the  rights  of  Natives  and  Nationals  and  for  social  justice  everywhere.  Before  and 
beneath  them  all  are  the  basic  social  and  spiritual  services  of  the  missionaries  in 
every  continent  of  the  earth  and  in  the  islands  of  the  seas.  The  old  word  "Missions” 
is  as  fundamental  in  the  field  of  human  service  as  the  eternal  word  "Mother"  is  in 
family  life. 

With  all  human  organizations,  missionaries  have  made  mistakes,  but  their 
errors  are  not  more  numerous  than  those  of  government,  or  business,  or  education  or 
even  science.  The  Laymen’s  Inquiry  was  missionary  in  origin  and  in  piippose.  Naturally 
and  inevitably  there  were  differences  of  o^jinion.  Lo  are  there  differences  as  to 
every  form  of  human  endeavor.  But  the  sound  conclusions  of  the  Inquiry  are  taking 
root  in  the  adjustment  of  modern  missions  to  the  every-day  need  of  humanity  for  the 
more  abundant  life  everywhere. 

The  rural  billion  men,  women  and  children  are  the  direct  and  special  concern 
of  t}>e  Agricultural  Missions  Foundation,  organized  in  1950.  Deans  of  Agricultural 
Colleges,  Secretaries  of  Mission  Boards  and  Laymen  distinguished  in  economc  and 
social  service  have  combined  to  interpret  and  to  transmit  American  rural  experience 
to  the  rural  masses  of  the  world.  John  Reisner,  the  Executive  Secretary,  is  a 
graduate  of  Yale  and  Cornell.  His  experience  as  Dean  of  Agriculture  at  Nanking 
University  was  an  extraordinary  preparation  to  understand  the  rural  needs  of  the 
millions  in  foreign  lands. 

Brayton  Case  on  the  "Road  to  Mandalay"  is  but  one  of  many  missionaries  who 
are  serving  humanity  on  the  fringes  of  civilization.  Dr.  John  Henry  House, for  more 
than  fifty  years  in  Old  Macedonia, founded  the  American  Farm  School  to  abolish  hunger 
and  poverty  in  the  Balkan  caldron  of  ever- recurring  wars.  The  Near  East  Foundation 
takes  to  the  classic  countries  around  the  Aegean  Sea  the  vital  lessons  of  farm  and 
home  demonstrations,  health  and  recreation  centers  and  the  cultural  influences  of 
Christian  civilization. 

The  Village  Welfare  Service  of  the  American  University  in  Beirut  includes 
every  phase  of  community  life — the  home,  the  school,  the  farm,  the  health,  the 
recreation,  the  cultural  and  spiritual  needs.  Members  of  the  Faculty  and  volunteer 
students  move  from  village  to  village  and  remain  as  long  as  useful  service  can  be 
rendered.  Thus  they  start  the  villages  on  the  road  to  permanent  freedom  from  ig¬ 
norance  and  poverty,  and  the  students  themselves  learn  methods  of  community  work  to 
be  taken  to  their  homes  in  Iraq,  Abyssinia,  Egypt,  Turkey  and  all  the  historic 
countries  of  the  Near  East. 

The  purpose  of  the  Ting  Hsien  Experiment  is  to  explore  the  potentialities 
of  the  masses  and  find  a  way  of  educating  them  not  only  for  life,  but  to  remake  life. 
The  fourfold  Reconstruction  Program  is  to  correct  the  four  fundamental  weaknesses  of 
Chinese  life,  namely,  "ignorance,  poverty,  disease  and  civil  disintegration." 

These  are  a  few  of  the  missionary"  men  and  movements  who  are  teaching  the 
way  of  life  from  Mandalay  to  Timbuctoo.  They  are  laying  the  foundations  of  the  per¬ 
manent  peace  for  which  the  world  yearns.  To  them  the  religious  life  finds  its  true 
expression  not  in  the  ecstasies  of  emotion,  but  in  the  doing  of  the  common  things 
right.  Their  life  is  conditioned  and  controlled  by  him  who  said;  "If  ye  love  me, 
keep  my  coiimiandraents .  He  that  will  be  chief  among  you,  let  him  become  the  servant 
of  all." 
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